
Historical and Hidden Caribbean Tour  
A View of Life Through Art and Design – Schedule 2020 
 

Tours are free and take place on a SUNDAY – please check dates 
Meet at 15.00 at THE MEETING POINT in the Grand Entrance of the V&A 
 
CARIBBEAN TALES 
Dates: Sunday, 2 February 2020 
Tour Guide: Pennie Mendes 
Whilst journeying across the V&A view a selection of remarkable works with tour guide 
Pennie Mendes, who lived and worked for many years in the Caribbean. These objects 
weave together stories that explore the rich yet complex history of those beautiful islands.  
 
MAKING AN IMPACT: A CARIBBEAN NARRATIVE THROUGH ART AND DESIGN 
Dates: Sundays, 5 April 2020 and 2 August 2020 
Tour Guide: Kim Sheldon 
Behind every piece of art there is a story. Discover the blended histories and seek a 
forgotten narrative of the Caribbean. You will focus on the undeniable impact and the many 
ways the Caribbean story is woven into the creative arts.  
 
THE HISTORICAL CREOLISATION OF CARIBBEAN CULTURE 
Dates: Sundays, 7 June 2020 and 4 October 2020 
Tour Guide: Avril Horsford 
The concept of ‘Creolisation’, manifested throughout Caribbean culture, and is defined as 
the merging of those geographical and racial elements that have shaped, under pressure, 
the unique culture that illustrates the vibrancy of the modern Caribbean. The geographical 
impact of colonisation, enslavement, exploration and oppression has ‘creolised’ all aspects 
of Caribbean culture; and examples can be found throughout the V&A, in the crafting of 
Caribbean raw materials into luxury items of desire, by modern and historical figures, 
famous and infamous, for both necessity and survival. 
 
LIGHTING THE SHADOWS OF HISTORY: A CARIBBEAN NARRATIVE THROUGH OBJECTS 
Dates: Sundays, 6 September 2020 and 1 November 2020 
Tour Guide: Joy Johnson 
 
“Where shall I turn, divided to the vein?” 
Far Cry From Africa – Derek Walcott 
 
In the words of author Michael Connors, “with more than 400 years of written history the 
Caribbean islands has the oldest colonial heritage in the Western hemisphere“ and is a 
melting pot like no other on Earth. Examine selected objects within the V&A and consider 
Caribbean identity as an unintended consequence of globalisation. 

 
 


